
The Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural Resources (LUANAR) 
started offering some of its programmes through the Open and Distance 
e-Learning (ODeL) mode. This is a response to increased demand for higher 
education in Malawi which also aligns with one of the University’s strategic 
objectives of widening access to its programmes. In line with this, LUANAR 
with support from the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) through Strengthening Higher Education Access in Malawi Activity 
(SHEAMA) which is implemented by Arizona State University (ASU), is 
pleased to announce the following short courses offered through ODeL. 

The courses will run from 12th September 2022. The closing date for receiving 
applications is 19th August 2022.

1. ASSESSMENT OF NUTRITION STATUS TECHNIQUES

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course aims at enhancing knowledge and skills to participants as well as 
hands on experience in anthropometric techniques used to assess nutrition 
status of populations (children, women, and other at risk groups), for example 
appropriate use of MUAC tapes for screening, measurement of weight and 
height, computation of anthropometric indices using computer software and 
correct interpretation or reporting. 

TARGET AUDIENCE
The course will benefit school leavers with MSCE who can work as 
enumerators during surveys, field and development officers working with 
NGOs, consultancy firms and government, home craft workers in hospital 
Nutritional Rehabilitation Units, new graduates in need of deepening 
knowledge on the topic, Health Surveillance Assistants (HSA), nurses, and 
extensions officers, whose work involve nutrition and health.

DURATION: 4 weeks
MODE OF DELIVERY: Blended Approach (E-Learning and Face-to-Face) 
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
a. Describe basic principles of nutrition assessment.
b. Use MUAC tapes appropriately to screen individuals for malnutrition.
c. Undertake appropriate measurement of weight and height.
d.  Compute anthropometric indices using WHO-Anthro computer software.
e.  Interpret anthropometric indices (WHZ, HAZ, WAZ, BMI) correctly.
Course fees: MK100,000 per participant.
Course certification: Upon successful completion participants shall be 
awarded certification of completion from LUANAR-Bunda Campus.
Eligibility: Minimum of Malawi School Certificate of Education (MSCE), 
officers working or intending to work in nutrition and health related field will 
have an added advantage.

2. HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course aims at equipping new graduates, field officers and program 
managers with knowledge and skills in food security. Participants will gain 
understanding in key components of food insecurity, related information 
on households’ diets, and techniques used to assess food insecurity at 
household level so that they can raise an alarm when their catchment area 
is at risk or affected by shocks that lead to food insecurity or hunger and 
assisting stakeholders to respond appropriately.

TARGET AUDIENCE
The course will benefit, field officers, community development officers, 
extension officer working with NGOs, consultancy firms and government 
agencies, new graduates in agriculture, development economics, nutrition 
and food security and other development project officers in need of deepening 
knowledge on the topic, especially those in nutrition, food security and health 
related fields.

DURATION: 4 weeks
MODE OF DELIVERY: Blended Approach (E-Learning and Face-to-Face) 
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
i.  Explain food security and food insecurity components
ii.  Describe hunger and resilience parameters in households
iii.  Plan and implement food security programmes 
iv.  Evaluate dietary diversity of households 
v.  Assess food security status of households using household food insecurity 

access scale (HFIAS) 
vi.  Determine household hunger resilience status using hunger copping 

score (HCS)

COURSE FEES: MK90,000 per participant
COURSE CERTIFICATION: Upon successful completion, participants shall 
be awarded a certificate of completion from LUANAR-Bunda Campus.
ELIGIBILITY: at least Malawi School Certificate of Education (MSCE), officers 
working or intending to work in nutrition, food security and health related field 
will have an added advantage.

3. BEE FARMING FOR COMMERCIAL HONEY PRODUCTION 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Do you know that bee farming for honey production is both exciting and 
profitable? This course offers participants an opportunity to obtain fundamental 
knowledge and practical (hands on) skills to produce, process and market 
honey. Nowadays, there is a growing interest to produce and market honey 
because of its multiple benefits such as enhanced human health, increased 
household income and sustainability of the natural environment. Many 
players have flocked the industry yet they do not have formal or expert 
training. The goal of this course is to enhance knowledge and skills to inspired 

entrepreneurs, farmers and extension workers interested in honey production 
and processing for commercial purposes. The course will engage participants 
in areas of attitude, skills and knowledge (ASK).

TARGET AUDIENCE: The course is designed for both beginners and those 
already involved in bee farming. Targeted participants include: Youths with 
a strong passion in bee farming; Women farmers; Primary and Secondary 
School Teachers; Owners of Agricultural Enterprises; Farmer Cooperatives; 
Professionals with passion in Bee farming; Extension Workers.

COURSE DURATION: 8 weeks.
MODE OF DELIVERY: Blended Approach (E-Learning, Face-to-Face and 
practicals)

LEARNING OUTCOMES: a) Increased knowledge and practices of bee 
keeping and honey production b) Increased capacity in identification of 
business opportunities in the honey value chains c) Enhanced capacity to 
develop bankable business plans with potential to access finance from 
Financial Institutions. d) Increased capacity to identify stakeholders and 
industry actors for accessibility of business development services. 
COURSE FEE: MWK80,000 per participant 
COURSE CERTIFICATION: Successful Participants will be awarded a 
Certificate of Completion from LUANAR-Bunda College. 
ELIGIBILITY: Requirements for admission will be, at least, possession of the 
Malawi Junior Certificate of Education (JCE). Those without a JCE will be 
considered on case by case basis provided there is demonstrated evidence 
that they are inspired or are already undertaking bee farming activities.

4. GENERAL AQUACULTURE COURSE FOR BEGINNERS

This course offers an opportunity to participants to obtain both theoretical and 
practical/hands on knowledge and skills in executing a viable fish farming 
business. The goal of the course is to enhance basic knowledge and skills to 
Malawian youth, women and already existing fish farmers in the establishment 
and management of a profitable fish farming enterprise for improved 
livelihoods while sustainably utilizing and conserving the environment and 
natural resources. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: 
The course will mainly target the youth who have just completed their 
secondary school education and have a strong passion in fish farming. 
Other key targeted participants include those that are already practicing fish 
farming like Women farmers, Owners of fish farming Enterprises; Fish Farmer 
Cooperatives; Professionals with passion in fish farming and Extension 
Workers. 

COURSE DURATION: 8 Weeks 
MODE OF DELIVERY: Blended Approach (E-Learning and Face-to-Face) 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: This course aims at introducing principles of 
aquaculture to learners in order to equip them with knowledge and skills 
of practical fish farming and fish value chain. Learners are expected to be 
able to differentiate between aquaculture and fisheries, classify aquaculture 
production systems and culture facilities, manage aquaculture systems, 
know different fish feeds, feeding regimes and feed formulation, manage 
broodstock, keep records, and be able to market the fish and fish products. 
COURSE FEE: MWK120,000 per participant 
COURSE CERTIFICATION: Successful Participants will be awarded a 
Certificate of Completion from LUANAR- Bunda Campus. 
ELIGIBILITY: Requirements for admission will be, at least, possession of the 
Malawi School Certificate of Education (MSCE). Those without an MSCE but 
express interest and/or are already undertaking fish farming activities will also 
be considered.

5. PRACTICAL FEED FORMULATION

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course is designed to address high youth unemployment in Malawi by 
equipping the youth with the practical skills in feed formulation. This course 
will equip learners on how to formulate high quality livestock feeds. The 
course is tailor-made for beginners so that they are ready to go into feed 
formulation for on farm and industrial production.

TARGET AUDIENCE
The course targets school leavers. However, farmers who are able to read and 
write in English can apply.  

COURSE DURATION: 16 weeks including 8 weeks of attachment at a feed 
mill

DELIVERY MODE: Blended Approach (E-Learning, Face-to-Face)
LEARNING OUTCOMES
a.  Increased knowledge of things to look for when acquiring feed raw 

materials
b.  Enhanced capacity to process feed raw materials to remove antinutritional 

factors
c.  Enhanced capacity to formulate and mix feeds
d.  Increased skills in feed mill management
e.  Increased knowledge of feed standards

COURSE FEE: K120 000
COURSE CERTIFICATION: Successful Participants will be awarded the 
LUANAR Certificate of Completion. 

ELIGIBILITY
To get admission to the course, participants must possess the Malawi School 

Certificate of Education (MSCE) or able to read and write in English.
6. BROILER AND LAYER PRODUCTION

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course is designed to address high youth unemployment in Malawi by 
equipping the youth with the ready-go skills in broiler and layer production. 
This course will take learners through all stages of raising chickens to achieve 
optimum broiler and chicken performance. The course is tailor-made for 
beginners so that they are ready to go into either broiler or layer production 

TARGET AUDIENCE
The course targets school leavers. However, farmers who are able to read and 
write in English can apply.  
COURSE DURATION: 16 weeks including 8 weeks of attachment at a poultry 
farm
MODE OF DELIVERY: Blended Approach (E-Learning and Face-to-Face)

LEARNING OUTCOMES
a.  Increased knowledge of commercial poultry housing systems
b.  Enhanced capacity to manage broiler chickens from day-old to point of 

sale
c.  Enhanced capacity to manage layer chickens from day-old to laying of 

eggs
d.  Increased skills in business management of commercial broiler and layer 

production

COURSE FEE: K120 000
COURSE CERTIFICATION: Successful Participants will be awarded the 
LUANAR Certificate of Completion. 
ELIGIBILITY
To get admission to the course, participants must possess the Malawi School 
Certificate of Education (MSCE) or able to read and write in English.

7. PEANUT BUTTER PROCESSING

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course offers an opportunity to participants to acquire comprehensive 
theoretical and practical/hands on knowledge and skills in all aspects of 
peanut butter processing starting from raw material selection to processing 
while maintain both safety and quality of the finished product.  The goal of 
the course is to equip Malawian youth, women and those interested in peanut 
butter making with the relevant knowledge and skills in processing of quality 
and safe peanut butter.

TARGET AUDIENCE
The course will benefit those who are already processing peanut butter as well 
as those who are aspiring to start peanut butter processing business.
Key targeted participants include: Youths with passion in peanut butter 
processing, farmer cooperatives aspiring to start value addition in peanut 
butter processing, agricultural extension staff, other professionals interested 
in peanut butter processing.

COURSE DURATION: 3 weeks
MODE OF DELIVERY: Blended Approach (E-Learning and Face-to-Face)
LEARNING OUTCOMES
(a)  Process good quality and safe peanut butter
(b)  Measure quality attributes of peanut butter
(c)  Understand and apply in their processing activities the main contents of 

Malawi Standard 21: Code of hygiene for food and food processing units 
and Malawi Standard 554: Peanut butter specifications

(d)  Develop a simple HACCP plan for a peanut butter processing unit
(e)  Operate some of the machines and equipment used in processing of 

peanut butter.

COURSE FEE: K100,000 per participant
COURSE CERTIFICATION
Successful participants will be awarded a certificate of completion from 
LUANAR-BUNDA.

ELIGIBILITY
To get admission to the course, participants must possess at least the Malawi 
School Certificate of Education (MSCE).

Address for submitting application forms is: 
The University Registrar, LUANAR,  P.O. Box 219, Lilongwe, 

(Attention ODeL Admissions Office – ODeL 2022 Short Courses). 
Scholarships:

Few successful candidates will be offered scholarships depending on the 
scholarship-set criteria. For more information on scholarships please contact 
the Director of Scholarships and Grants at SHEAMA, through smkwetez@
asu.edu. Application forms and scholarship forms can also be downloaded 
from luanar.ac.mw/odl/odl_admission.phpor https://www.luanar.ac.mw/ 
luanar/downloads.php. They can also be collected at ODeL Centres in 
Blantyre, Mzuzu and Lilongwe (Bunda Campus). 

Account for depositing Fees:
DETAILS  NATIONAL BANK OF MALAWI 
Account Name  LUANAR ODL Fees  
Account Type  Current 
Account Number  1002868683
Branch  Lilongwe Gateway Service Centre
Swift Code  NBMAMWMW
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